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There is barely any agreement in the literature on the way one should compare the political
parties defending the interest of a specific community on a particular territory – the
ethno-regionalist parties – and classify them. Based on the analysis of the ideological positions
of ethno-regionalist parties in Western Europe, this article suggests a identification of these
parties, partially relying on previous attempts of building typologies. Focusing on the essential
dimension of the strength of the demands regarding the preferred state structure and the future
of their region, we will suggest a renewed typology and we will demonstrate the neglected
importance of the protectionist parties (soft demands) and of the secessionist parties (strong or
radical demands) in such typology. This article will also clarify the terminology used when
dealing with independentist, irredentist and rattachist parties by complementing the traditional
approach with studies from international relations.
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